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Environmental Committee discusses smoking ban 
 

Committee met with Global Advisors on Smokefree Policy 
By Caitlyn Bahrenburg 
 
WALL TOWNSHIP — The Environmental Advisory Committee is exploring the possibility of making the 
township’s parks and recreation areas smoke free. 
 
To achieve the goal, any smokers’ outposts or designated smoking areas would have to be eliminated, 
according to Wendy Ritch, of NJ Global Advisors on Smokefree Policy [GASP]. 
 
Committee members met with Ms. Ritch on Dec. 15 to weigh the benefits of smoke free recreation spaces and 
ways in which the township could implement such a restriction. 
 
The idea of eliminating smoking in public areas arose after Committeeman Tim Farrell witnessed adults 
smoking near small children during the Wall Fair in July. 
 
“I don’t think it’s a good thing to have children seeing adults smoking cigarettes and there were a lot of 
adults smoking at the fair,” Mr. Farrell said previously. “Little kids can get burnt by cigarettes; I pushed a kid 
out of the way at one point.” 
 
Currently, nine municipalities in Monmouth County have smoke free parks and recreational areas, including 
Fair Haven, Freehold Township, Manalapan Township, Middletown, Neptune City, Neptune Township, Rumson, 
Shrewsbury and Tinton Falls. 
 
According to Ms. Ritch, the benefits of smoke free parks and recreation areas include helping the 
environment, removing a major asthma trigger, sending a clear and educational public health and safety 
message to young people and aligning local ordinance with state law to protect people from secondhand 
smoke.  “It’s about changing the culture of smoking shifting towards ways that make it socially 
unacceptable,” Ms. Ritch said. 
 
In addition to protecting residents, smoke free parks and recreation spaces are a category of Sustainable 
Jersey, a nonprofit organization that provides tools, training and financial incentives to support municipalities 
as they pursue sustainability programs, according to the organization’s website. 
 
Currently, Wall Township is up for its Sustainable Jersey re-certification — establishing 100 percent 
smokefree parks would provide the township with points towards its re-certification. 
 
To enact the restrictions, Ms. Ritch advised the committee that the township committee would first be 
required to pass an ordinance. No action has yet been taken. 
 
Though the Environmental Advisory Committee recognized that the ban could receive pushback from smokers, 
the majority of the committee supported the initiative. 
 
“I think it would be wonderful, I don’t have any concerns,” said committee member Ellen Smith. 
 
“I think it’s great,” added member John Ozell, who witnessed Brookdale Community College transition to a 
smokefree campus and described the process as “an overwhelming positive thing.” 
 
To learn more about GASP, visit www.njgasp.org. 
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