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There are now more than 100 vape shops in New Jersey, and use of e-
cigarettes among middle and high school students tripled from 2013 to 2014 
alone. 
 
How has it proliferated? Consider that advertising for e-cigarettes reaches 70 
percent of these students. That's 18 million young people who see these ads - 
in stores, magazines, online, on TV – and who believe that vaping is a 
healthy alternative to tobacco. 
Which is like saying it's safer to inhale the exhaust fumes of a hybrid vehicle 
than that of a diesel truck. 
 
The 500 e-cigarette brands come in 7,700 kid-friendly flavors (chocolate, 
bubble gum, and Froot Loops, etc.), and very few come with a safety 
warning because the FDA does not regulate them. 
 
For that reason alone, this battery-operated, drug-delivery system deserves 
greater scrutiny, so we applaud a bill (S-298) authored by Senate Health 
Committee chairman Joseph Vitale (D-Middlesex) that would ban the sale of 
flavored e-cigarettes in New Jersey. 
"Because let's face it," Vitale says, "these companies are not marketing or 
selling those flavors to 50-year-olds trying to wean themselves off regular 
cigarettes." 
 
Let's also be clear: E-cigarettes are poison. They may not contain the tar, 
carbon monoxide, and hydrogen cyanide found in regular tobacco products. 
But they do contain toxic elements that you find in antifreeze, carcinogens, 
and, yes, nicotine. 
 



Hopefully, enough legislators and the governor educate themselves and 
support the bill, though some resent government intervention in any market, 
even if a product has yet to be regulated. 
 
"The governor has worked with me on addiction reduction before," said 
Vitale. "And I'd like to think he has good advisors and a strong public health 
sense that he recognizes how these companies are using flavored juice to sell 
a nicotine habit to kids." 
 
The flavors are merely an insidious way to introduce an addictive drug to a 
younger market, as the vast majority of "e-liquid" sales are flavored. 
 
If that sounds cynical, consider that half the global vaping market, a $7 
billion industry, is owned by Big Tobacco. Those guys aren't known for 
transparency. 
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