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Montclair, NJ - The Montclair Township Council took a symbolic step 
against “head shops” in the municipality during its Tuesday meeting, 
approving an ordinance to prohibit the stores in Neighborhood-Commercial 
(N-C) zones. 
 
The new law defines head shops as any retail business that sells “drug 
paraphernalia,” including “syringes, needles, eye droppers, spoons, pipes, 
testing kits, rolling papers or other paraphernalia or appliances designed for 
or ordinarily used in smoking, testing, weighing, measuring, injecting, 
cooking or sniffing marijuana, cocaine, opium, hashish or other controlled 
dangerous substances.” 
 
Such stores will be prohibited from operating in any part of the municipality 
zoned as a N-C area, the ordinance states. 
 

“The sale of drug paraphernalia by stores colloquially known as ‘head 
shops’ is an inappropriate activity in neighborhood commercial areas of 
the township where retail business are in close proximity to residences,” 
the ordinance opines. 

 
Read the full ordinance here. 
 
According to township code, N-C zones can include mixed 
residential/nonresidential buildings (maximum density of 28 units per acre), 
retail stores, restaurants, business and personal offices and churches. 
 
The new law will apparently not affect the area around the Greenleaf 
Compassion Center on Bloomfield Avenue - one of only six licensed 
alternative treatment centers that provide medical marijuana in New Jersey – 
which is zoned as a Central Business-Center Area (C-1) according to the 
municipal zoning map. 



	  
Current N-C zoned areas in Montclair include locations near the intersection 
of Walnut and Grove Streets, near the Bay Street Train Station, on Orange 
Road near the southern portion of town and near the intersection of Church 
Street and Trinity Place. 
 
The Montclair Planning Board gave its support to the N-C head shop 
restriction during their Monday meeting. 
 
http://patch.com/new-‐jersey/montclair/smoke-‐montclair-‐bans-‐head-‐
shops-‐n-‐c-‐zones-‐0	  	  


