
 
 

Boulder County Housing Authority expands smoking ban to 
cover pot, e-cigarettes and vaping 
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Effective Aug. 17, tenants of Boulder County Housing Authority properties will 
no longer be able to use electronic cigarettes or vapor-smoking devices inside 
any of the county's 611 rental units or on most of the grounds outside those 
units. 
 
On Thursday, the Boulder County commissioners added such electronic or 
battery-operated simulated-smoking devices to the county Housing Authority's 
7-year-old prohibition on smoking tobacco products in or outside its rental 
units. 
 
That 2008 smoke-free policy was created to prevent fire hazards, to protect 
residents, staff and guests from the health effects of secondhand smoke, and to 
reduce maintenance costs that sometimes resulted from having to clean up units 
that had been occupied by heavy smokers, said Willa Williford, director of 
Boulder County's Housing Division. 
 
The new policy's expanded smoking prohibition also applies to marijuana. 
Williford said in an interview that marijuana was considered an illegal drug — 
and therefore not allowed in the county housing units — at the time the previous 
2008 policy was implemented. 
 
But Colorado voters' adoption of measures legalizing medical marijuana and 
recreational marijuana since then prompted policy-update language that — 
while not specifically using the word "marijuana" — now includes "weed" and 
"herbs" in the smoking ban. 
 
The new no-smoking policy the commissioners approved Thursday defines 
"smoking or smoke" as "either the carrying, smoking, burning, inhaling or 
exhaling of any kind of lighted pipe, cigar, cigarette, hookah, weed, herbs, 
incense, or any other lighted smoking equipment, or the use of any electronic 
smoking or vapor smoking device." 



Williford said the policy update wasn't prompted by any specific complaints 
from or about tenants. But she said officials decided the update was needed, in 
part, because of questions that the Housing Authority and its property managers 
were getting from tenants about what the previous prohibition specifically 
covered, and whether it included "vaping." 
In the past, she said, "I would always say anything that emits smoke, you 
shouldn't be using." 
 
However, she said the Boulder County Housing and Human Services 
Department decided the 2008 smoke-free housing-policy resolution needed to 
be broadened to clarify its definition of "smoke" and "smoking." 
The policy allows outdoor smoking in specifically county-designated areas, 
Williford said, including some at the Josephine Commons and Aspinwall 
properties in Lafayette. 
 
However, she said most of the county-owned rental properties sites don't have 
designated smoking areas. Both the old and new no-smoking policies prohibit 
smoking on other outdoor areas on the grounds of Housing Authority 
properties. 
 
Smoke-free areas are to include individual housing units, balconies, patios, 
entryways, hallways, public restrooms, common areas, laundry rooms, 
elevators, stairway, playgrounds, and any other parts of Boulder County 
Housing Authority properties that don't have signs specifically designating 
permitted smoking areas. 
 
The smoking ban also applies to tenants' guests and visitors, and to any county 
staff members or representatives of community agencies on the properties while 
they're there to work with the tenants. 
 
Residents who don't comply with the policy will be in violation of their leases, 
and repeated violations could eventually result in the Housing Authority 
initiating the legal process of evicting them. 
 
Commissioners Deb Gardner and Elise Jones voted to approve the updated 
smoking ban at Thursday's meeting, which didn't include a public hearing. 
Commissioner Cindy Domenico didn't attend the meeting. 
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