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Two ordinances were introduced at the Allendale Mayor and 
Council meeting on March 26 that will impose new 
restrictions on where tobacco products can be used within 
the borough and clarifying how much snow must be removed 
from fire hydrants. 
 
Smoke-free zones 
 
Smoking and the use of tobacco products will not be 
permitted in Allendale except for specific areas within the 
borough, officials announced at its latest meeting. 
 
Councilman Steve Sasso explained that this law will not 
prohibit people from smoking or using tobacco, but it will 
designate where those products can be used. 
 
"If you want to smoke you can still smoke but it’s a good 
example for the kids, it’s a safety issue, a litter issue," he said. 
"It’s a good compromise." 
 
Now except for designated areas, such as public parking lots, 
sidewalks and public streets within Allendale, anyone caught 
smoking tobacco products will be issued a summons and 
may receive warnings and monetary fines, including $100 for 
conviction of a first offense to $500 for a third or subsequent 
offense, according to the ordinance. For any conviction, an 
offender could also be sentenced to community service.  
There may also be areas next to municipal buildings that will 



be designated as smoking areas for staff, officials said. 
 
"In a real case scenario if you’re watching your kid play at the 
grandstand field, and you really got to have a smoke, you can 
go to the parking lot," Sasso said, as an example. 
 
The ordinance also outlines that this applies to any product 
made from the tobacco plant for the purposes of smoking, 
chewing and inhaling, including using cigars, chewing 
tobacco, pipe tobacco, snuff, e-cigarettes and cigarettes in 
any form. 
 
None of those products can be smoked in municipal 
facilities, parks or recreation areas, including playgrounds, 
sports fields, the Celery Farm and those owned or leased by 
the borough or school boards. This also includes between the 
street pavement line and the property line of any Board of 
Education facility or property owned or leased by it. 
 
Sasso said discarded cigarette butts have been a real problem 
at the Celery Farm. Besides the litter, animals ingest those 
products and it could potentially burn several acres if there is 
a dry spell, he told fellow council members based on 
conversations with the Celery Farm Marsh Warden. 
Sasso said the borough will get free signs to post and will also 
get Sustainable Jersey points for implementing this 
ordinance. 
 
"It’s also not going to be a great inconvenience to the people 
who want to smoke – they can still do it," he said. 
 
Fire hydrants 
 
While the issue of how much snow must be removed from 
fire hydrants was amended at the meeting, the question still 



remained whether it was clear that property owners are the 
responsible party. 
 
Mayor Liz White said this introduced ordinance is an 
amendment to an existing code that at least 3 feet of snow 
must be the removed from around a fire hydrant within 24 
hours after a snow fall. The code also requires that fire 
hydrants be cleared of plants, mailboxes and fencing, as well 
as any obstructions from the front of the hydrant to the 
street or right-of-way. 
The Department of Public Works is responsible for hydrants 
on municipal property, but they and members of the fire 
department have worked to clear snow from hydrants 
elsewhere in the borough, including residences and schools. 
  
Fire Chief Tom Smith said they’ve been doing it as a 
courtesy, but officials noted that it should be done on a case-
by-case basis if it doesn’t fall under municipal responsibility, 
such as those with hardships or for the senior population. 
Though the amendment could be introduced at the meeting, 
the entire section may need to be amended to be clearer, 
Borough Attorney Raymond Wiss explained, after 
Councilman Ari Bernstein raised concerns with a lack of 
clear designation of the responsible person. The mayor 
believed property owners were the appropriate party based 
on one section of the ordinance, but officials concluded they 
didn’t want to "assume" and later have an issue with 
enforcement. 
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