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Franklin Lakes — The Borough Council introduced an 
amended smoking ban Nov. 12 that would extend smoke-free 
designations to parks and recreational areas. 

A public hearing is scheduled for Dec. 16. 

The current ban prohibits smoking within a 35-foot radius of 
the front entrance to all municipal buildings. The amended 
ordinance would ban smoking in public parks, playgrounds, 
ball fields, both publicly owned or leased by the borough. 
This includes all areas adjacent to such facilities, including, 
but not limited to, any parking area, driveway or drive aisle. 

A smoking ban continues in the current ordinance for the 
Express-Scripts insurance property and surrounding streets, 
including Old Mill Road, from Lawlins Road to Arbor Road; 
Arbor Road; Hobar Court; Beechwood Place; Woodside 
Avenue, from Old Mill Road to Beechwood Place; Parsons 
Pond Road; Stonewall Court; Lenapi Drive and Lawlins 
Road. 



"The smoking bans on those streets listed in the ordinance is 
not a change," Borough Administrator Gregory Hart said 
after the council meeting. 

The prohibition does not apply to smoking or carrying 
lighted tobacco in a moving motor vehicle on those roadways 
unless the vehicle is borough-owned. 

Any person who violates the ban will be subject to a $250 
fine for the first offense, $500 for the second offense and 
$1,000 for each subsequent offense. 

Any municipal employee found in violation may also be 
subject to discipline. 

The council proposed the ordinance after a discussion at the 
Nov. 6 work session in which Mayor Frank Bivona said that 
in light of Governor Christie's veto of a statewide smoking 
ban in all public areas, the governing body should be 
proactive. 

The New Jersey Senate passed a bill to ban smoking in all 
state, county and local parks, recreational areas and beaches 
on June 26, but the governor vetoed the bill in September. 

"The governor thought it best to leave any such ban to the 
local governments," Bivona said at the work session. "This is 
a different world than the one I grew up in. People smoked 
everywhere you went." 

Bivona said that employees who smoke could go to DeKorte 
Drive, just steps from the front door of borough hall. 

"We could also offer assistance to those who want to quit," he 
said. 



Several area towns have banned smoking in public areas, as 
well, including Waldwick and Wyckoff, although Wyckoff 
allows smoking in the parking lots of its public recreation 
facilities. 

The New Jersey Smoke-Free Air Act of 2006 banned 
smoking statewide in all enclosed workplaces and the 
outdoor areas of school properties. But it exempted cigar 
bars, tobacco retail stores, tobacco manufacturing facilities, 
private residences and automobiles, off-track betting parlors 
and designated hotel/motel smoking rooms. 
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