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BRIGANTINE - City Council introduced an ordinance Wednesday night 
that will codify no-smoking restrictions on the island. This ordinance, No. 
15-2014, will be reviewed, subject to public comment, and be scheduled to 
be adopted at the next council meeting Nov. 5.  

The ordinance specifically identifies the “outdoor grounds of any city 
building including adjacent parking lots and in any and all city parks, 
recreation areas and adjacent parking lots whether owned, leased or 
utilized by the city” as off-limits for smoking. It covers any city-owned or 
leased motor vehicle or motorized equipment as well. 

Specifically excluded are the Municipal Golf Course and city beaches. 
Municipal buildings are already stipulated as nonsmoking areas. 

While enforcement is perceived as a problem, notably by Councilman 
DeLucry, the penalties outlined in the ordinance might serve as a 
deterrent: $100 plus court costs or “no less than 10 hours of community 
service.” 

There was an ongoing debate between members of council and the city 
solicitor regarding the definition of “special events” and whether the city 
manager or council would have the final say on extending a smoking 
waiver for an event. The mayor stated that any waiver should be brought to 
council and be part of the public agenda. Final language will be presented 
at the next meeting. 

Council approved Ordinance No. 14-2014, which updates and amends 
Chapter 181 “Flood Damage Prevention” of the city code. 

An extensive document, it is a primary tool as the city moves forward 
planning for disasters that may threaten the island’s viability. The 
ordinance was approved unanimously and with no comment from the 
public. 

A “special item of revenue” was approved in the form of an award of 
$16,319 from Atlantic County for participation in the 2014 Municipal 
Alliance. 



Eleven overpayment refunds for property tax payments were authorized by 
council in the amount of $21,226.45. Of interest were refunds for 29 
property tax appeals initiated by an attorney in the amount of $40,752.04. 
According to City Solicitor Fred Scerni, it was in the best financial interest 
of the city to settle than to pursue the matter in state Tax Court. 

The public comment section of the meeting primarily dealt with the 
municipal golf course and the two proposals received after the city 
requested RFPs for firms to lease the course for a 24-year period. The golf 
course has been a hot political button primarily because of the loss in 
revenues (from a high of $2 million-plus in 2007 to a low of $904,000 in 
2013) and the additional financial support ($765,256.18) required from 
island taxpayers in 2013. 

According to members of the committee overseeing the process, two 
entities have submitted RFPs, but only one is being considered at this time. 
Reports, and a slip by Councilman Simpson, indicate that former 
Philadelphia Eagle quarterback Ron Jaworski’s company (which owns and 
operates various golf courses including the Blue Heron course in Egg 
Harbor City) submitted the more viable bid. Apparently the bid does not 
meet the requirements requested by the city, and a Friday meeting was 
scheduled where the company could make a “best and final offer.” 

That meeting is being postponed, as the appropriate legal notice was not 
posted in time. 

Mayor Guenther stressed that any bid or proposal would be brought to 
council and be discussed in a public forum before any action would be 
considered. 

The next council meeting is scheduled for 6 p.m. Wednesday, Nov. 5 in 
council chambers at City Hall. The meeting agenda and supporting 
documents are available online prior to the meeting at www.bb-nj.com. 
The meeting is viewable on Comcast local access Station 97 and is 
streamed live on the city website. 

The Beachcomber News is Brigantine’s official newspaper of record and 
publishes all municipal legal notices.  
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