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LAST WEEK, a state Senate committee pushed forward a measure meant to make 
breathing easier across New Jersey, a proposed law that would ban smoking at 
public parks and beaches. If signed into law by Governor Christie, the bill would 
amend the state's Smoke Free Air Act, passed in 2006, which bans smoking in 
indoor public places. First-time offenders would be subject to a $250 fine, and 
second-time offenders would pay $500. 

There are many smart reasons for expansion of this law, primary among them 
that secondhand smoke can poison a non-smoker sitting on a beach or park 
bench just as easily as if the person were seated in a restaurant or movie theater. 
According to the federal Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, secondhand 
smoke exposure in the United States has decreased in recent years as state after 
state implemented smoking bans. Public beaches and parks would seem a logical 
next step in allowing non-smokers to breathe clean air all the time. 

Indeed, some towns in North Jersey have already taken up the matter on their 
own, as Fair Lawn did recently, when it banned smoking at all 15 of the borough's 
parks. 

"As a healthy town," said Councilwoman Lisa Swain, "there's just no reason for 
people to be smoking in parks." 

The statewide ban moving through the Legislature would also have a greater 
positive environmental effect and serve to make state beaches and parks cleaner 
by virtue of being free of unsightly cigarette butts that too often litter our public 
spaces. 

One late amendment to the bill, however, we find troubling, both from health and 
environmental viewpoints. It would allow local officials the freedom to create 
what in effect would be special smoking areas "not to exceed 20 percent of the 
total area of the park or beach," designated by a municipality or county by special 
ordinance or resolution. 

We would hope that over time, even these "smoking zones" would be outlawed so 
that all state parks and beaches would remain smoke-free, all the time. In the 
meantime, the new smoking ban is a great improvement and a necessary step in 
the progression of removing the threat of secondhand smoke from those who 
have no wish to breathe it. 

- See more at: http://www.northjersey.com/opinion/opinion-editorials/smoke-
free-beaches-1.1026460#sthash.buSjJ6OP.dpuf	  


