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State lawmakers who have been considering a bill to ban smoking in public parks and 
on beaches seem to be losing their nerve. 
 
Passed by the Assembly in May, the bill was amended by the Senate Health, Human 
Services and Senior Citizens Committee to create a loophole that pretty much takes 
the bite out of the proposal. 
 
That's a mistake. As we've said in the past, there are plenty of good reasons to keep 
cigarettes off New Jersey's beaches. And the only thing wrong with the original 
measure is that it didn't go far enough. It should have been written to ban smoking on 
all public streets and boardwalks as well. 
 
Instead, the Senate version of the bill would now allow a municipality to designate up 
to 20 percent of its park and beach areas as outdoor smoking sections. The reasons 
this is a bad idea are obvious. Smoke doesn't know it's supposed to stay in designated 
areas. Whenever New Jersey has tried to combine smoking and non-smoking 
sections - as it used to in restaurants and still does in casinos (unfortunately) - the 
smoke wins. 
 
The health dangers of secondhand smoke are well-documented. You can argue about 
whether the harmful and annoying qualities of smoke are diminished by the open air - 
and many asthma sufferers will tell you they are not - but you can't escape the fact 
that most nonsmokers simply find smoke offensive and want no part of smelling 
someone else's cigarettes when they are enjoying a day at the beach. 
 
Requiring smokers to leave a beach or park to light up (smoking would still be allowed 
in adjacent parking lots) seems like a small inconvenience in comparison. 
 
The Senate loophole also ignores other good reasons for the smoking ban. A 
complete ban would reduce the amount of cigarette-butt litter from thoughtless 
smokers. It would also reduce the chances that a stray, smoldering butt could cause a 
fire in wooded park areas. 
 
It would also be one more thing that might encourage more smokers to give up the 



practice, and there's no arguing with the fact that would save lives. 
 
The Senate should return the smoking ban to its original version and pass it. 
If, instead, lawmakers pass this watered-down version, let's hope that southern New 
Jersey towns have the backbone and the intelligence to refuse to designate smoking 
sections in their parks and beaches. 
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