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Soon smokers across the state may have to put out their cigarettes, or butt out of parks, if a measure 
favored by the state Assembly is finally adopted by the legislature. 

And while at parks in Little Falls and Woodland Park, including at Passaic County's Rifle Camp Park 
and Garret Mountain Reservation, smoking is already prohibited, such is not the case at Totowa's 
recreation areas. 

"Our belief is that there are restrictions on smokers in public buildings and in commercial businesses 
so we didn't think we need to restrict it in parks as well," said Totowa Mayor John Coiro. 

State legislators feel otherwise. The measure, that would ban smoking in all public parks and beaches 
in New Jersey (A1080), passed the Assembly 64-7 with four abstentions in March, according to state 
records. It cites reduced litter, increased fire safety and lessened exposure to second hand smoke as 
reasons for the proposed regulation. 

During interviews at Lincoln Field, Totowa's largest recreation area, which includes a playground and 
series of ball fields at the Police Athletic League, residents spoke in support of the measure, largely 
saying that an area frequented by children is no place for cigarettes. 

"I think they should ban smoking in the parks around the children," said Gabrielle Snell, 41, of Totowa. 
"First of all, I don't smoke and I don't think it should be around people in a public area and people who 
don't smoke. Why should we be subjected to the secondhand smoke?" 

She said that people who smoke tend to flip their cigarette butts on the ground "And my kids will end 
up picking them up. I have little ones and its not sanitary." 

Gina Bullaro, 30, of Totowa, too supports the proposed ban on cigarettes in parks. She thinks it would 
have a positive impact on Totowa's recreation areas. 

"When we were at this park over here people will smoke cigarettes and I think its annoying," she said. 
Bullaro said she saw a friend's child even put a cigarette butt in his mouth that he had picked up off of 
the ground. 

Don Costic, 43, a Totowa resident, who watching a Little League game at the park, is a former smoker 
himself. He said that being around smokers doesn't bother him, but he does support the proposed ban 
on smoking in public parks. 

"I think it's a good idea to reduce litter and promote cleanliness and its not good that the kids see it 
either," he said. 

Little Falls, however, doesn't have such problems. Township recreation director John Pace said, "We're 
way ahead of the curve. There has been no smoking in the parks. It's been like that for a long time and I 
enforce it." 

And Woodland Park Council President Joseph Spinelli, who supported the smoking ban in his town's 
public parks, when the council passed the ordinance establishing it, said the ban sets a good example 



for the children. 

"It helps with giving good example to the youth," he said, noting that the local parks are filled with ball 
games and a lot of family affairs. 

He said it also provides a benefit for those with medical conditions exacerbated by smoking. "My 
grandson has very bad asthma and one of the triggers is smoking so as more and more children are 
being diagnosed with asthma, this can present a problem," Spinelli said. 

So if the legislature passes the law, things will likely change for Totowa park-goers. 

"If it passes we'll certainly abide by it although it seems to be very restrictive, but it also seems to be 
very popular," Coiro said. 
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See more at: http://www.northjersey.com/news/nj-state-news/state-measure-would-change-policy-
on-smoking-in-totowa-parks-1.1026555#sthash.BLM6kMP7.dpuf	  


