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New Jersey smokers are already barred from lighting up in their offices, in restaurants 
and in shopping malls. 

Soon public parks and beaches may be off-limits, too. 

A ban on smoking in those outdoor spaces passed one of its final legislative hurdles on 
Monday, sailing through a Senate committee months after it passed the full Assembly 
with little opposition. 

Its supporters say the ban would mean clearer air for park-goers and cleaner sand for 
castle-builders. It could also save animals from ingesting cigarette butts, they argued on 
Monday. 

“We’re spending hundreds of millions of dollars restoring our beaches after Hurricane 
Sandy,” Jeff Tittel, director of the New Jersey Sierra Club, told the Senate health 
committee. “We shouldn’t turn them into ashtrays.” 

The ban advanced just as thousands of New Jerseyans are preparing to head to parks and 
beaches across the state for the unofficial start of summer this Memorial Day weekend. 

Joe Scaffidi, manager at Beach House Cigars in Manasquan, said it was “ridiculous” to 
ban smoking on beaches. 

“I get a ton of people who come in here” to grab a cigar before heading to the water, he 
said. “They’ll buy one and just sit on the beach or walk down the boardwalk.” 

“That’s how I relax after I get done here,” he said from his shop as he prepared for the 
Memorial Day rush. 

To become law, the prohibition still must make it through the full Senate and receive 
Governor Christie’s signature. It would apply to all public beaches and parks, whether 
owned by the state, a county or a municipality. 

A spokesman for Christie declined to comment on pending legislation. 

Hundreds of New Jersey’s parks and beaches already have smoking restrictions, and 
more have recently been added. Earlier this month, Belmar approved a smoking ban for 
its beaches and boardwalk that goes into effect this weekend. 

Karen Blumenfeld, executive director at the anti-smoking organization Global Advisors 
on Smokefree Policy, said 240 New Jersey municipalities have already restricted 
smoking in their parks. 

Just this month, two more Bergen County municipalities added themselves to the list of 
those prohibiting smoking in parks. Fair Lawn’s council voted last week to ban smoking 
in all 15 of the borough’s parks. The week before, Fort Lee approved a similar ban. 



In all, 27 municipalities in Bergen County and all but one in Passaic County have 
prohibited smoking in their parks, Global Advisors told The Record this month. 

She criticized an amendment added to the legislation on Monday that would let counties 
and municipalities designate as much as 20 percent of a park or beach as a special 
smoking section. 

Blumenfeld said that smoking sections can defeat the main goal of the ban: persuading 
people not to smoke. 

“Enforcement’s very difficult” when there are smoking sections, she said. “People don’t 
know where they can or can’t smoke. But more importantly, it doesn’t de-normalize 
smoking.” 

Discouraging smoking and protecting park attendees from secondhand smoke was the 
goal of the sponsors, they said. 

“Families with children are among the biggest users of parks and beaches,” said Sen. 
Shirley Turner, D-Mercer. “And parents should not have to worry about their children 
inhaling secondhand smoke.” 

The ban could also help prevent fires, she said. 

But David Sutton, a spokesman for Altria, the parent company of Philip Morris USA, said 
that the tobacco company believes blanket bans on outdoor smoking are excessive. 

“Complete bans go too far,” Sutton said. “We believe that smoking should be permitted 
outdoors except in very particular circumstances, such as outdoor areas primarily 
designed for children.” 

The bill advanced out of committee in a vote of 8-0 with one abstention. It amends the 
“New Jersey Smoke Free Air Act,” the state law that bans indoor smoking in public 
places. The same fines that apply for people who smoke indoors would also apply to 
people who smoke in parks or beaches: $250 for the first offense, $500 for the second 
offense and $1,000 for each subsequent offense. 

The park and beach ban made it through the full Assembly 64-7 in March. A spokesman 
for Senate President Stephen Sweeney, D-Gloucester, did not respond to a question 
about whether Sweeney plans to post it for a vote. 

A separate bill that imposes a new sales tax on electronic cigarettes – which use vapor 
rather than smoke – passed the committee 5-2, with two abstentions, despite vocal 
opposition from proponents of the technology. 
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