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RESOLUTION TO REVIEW ORDINANCE NO 27-2008 AND COOPERATE WITH THE NEW JERSEY DIVISION OF

GAMIN6 ENFORCEMENT TO PROVIDE FOR MORE EFFECTIVE REGULATION OT CASINO FLOOR SMOKING

WHEREAS, the State of New Jersey enacted the NJ Clean Air  Act rn 2005 which prohibi ted indoor

smok ing  in  es .sent ia l l y  a l l  commerc ia l  es tab l i shments  in  the  Sta te ,  and

WHEREAS, the NJ Clean Air  Act specif ical ly exempted the At lant ic City casino f loors from said

prohibi t ion; however ' i t  p€i .mit ted municipal i t iesto enforce equal or rrrore restr ict ive rneasuresthan those

prov ided under  the  Ac t ,  and

WHER-EAS, City Counci l  examined months of publ. ic comment,  including complaints by made by

casino employees as wel l  as comments by casino industr.y-r-ep{€5€ntat ives and supporters, and

WHEREAS,  C i ty  Counc i l ,  a f te r  much de l ibera t ion  a t tempted to  ba lance the  compet ing  in te res ts  o f

hea l th  concerns  among cas ino  employees  w i th  the  economic  caut ions  vo iced by  the  cas ino  indus t ry ,  and

WHEREAS,  C i ty  Counc i l  enac ted  Ord inance No.  27-2008 wh ich  proh ib i ted  smol<rng  on  a l l  employee

sta{fed port ions of casino f loors in At lant ic City;  however casino operatbrs- were permit ted to construct

non-staffed, separately exhausted, enclosed smoking lounges on no more than 25% of the gaming f loor;

a n d

WHEREAS,  sa id  requ i rement  o f  the  Ord inar rce ,  w i th  respec t  to  enc losed lounges has  no t  been

un i fo rmly  compl ied  w i th  by  cer ta in  o f  the  cas ino  opera tors ,  and

WHEREAS, City Off ic ials,  have received ongoing complaints from casino employees and casino

cus tomers  tha t  smok ing  regu la t ions  are  no t  be ing  er r fo rced,  and

WHEREAS,  t l re  New Jersey  D iv is ion  o f  Gaming Enforcement  has  rece ived ongo ing  compla in ts  f rom

cas ino  employees  and cas ino  cus tomers  tha t the  smok ing  regu la t ions  are  no t  be ing  en forced,  and

WHEREAS, the New Jersey Divis ion of Gaming Enforcement requested a meeting with City Off ic ials

to  d iscuss  en forcement  i ssues  concern ing  smok ing  on  cas i r ro  f loors ,  and

WHEREAS, said meeting revealed casino f loor blueprints of certain casino operators i l lustrat ing said

opera tors  may have v io la ted  the  sp i r i t  and  in ten t  o f  Ord inance No.27"2008 w i th  the i r  des ignat ion  o f

permi t ted  smok ing  spaces .  and
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WHEREA5, the New Jersey Divis ion of Gaming Enforcement advised the City of i ts regulatory

powers  ar is ing  f rom the  Cas ino  Cont ro l  Ac t :  5 :12-96e ' -  " " .  no  cas ino  " '  may " '  remain  open to  the  pub l ic

. , .  un less  and un t i l  a  va l id  opera t ion  cer t i f i ca te  has  been issued to  the  cas ino  l i censee by  the  D iv is ion '  Such

cert i f icate shal l  be issued by the director upon a determinat ion that a casino " '  compl ies in al l  respects

wi th  the  requ i rements  o f  th is  ac t  and regu la t ions  promulga ted  hereunder ,  and tha t  the  cas ino  " '  [ i s ]

prepared in al l  respects to receive and enter lain the publ ic."  and, from their  regulat ions: N'J 'A'C'  l -9:43-

7 .6(b)  , , . . .a f te r  ob ta in ing  a l l  approva ls  requ i red  by  Federa l ,  S ta te  o r  loca l  government  o f f i c ia ls  and

prov id ing  a  copy  or  o ther  acceptab le  wr i t ten  ev idence o f  such approva ls  to  the  Commiss ion ,  " " "  ;  and

WHEREAS,  the  New Jersey  D iv is ion  o f  Gaming Enforcement  ind ica ted  i t s  w i l l i ngness  to  coopera te

wi th  the  C i tV  to  ensure  tha t  cas ino  workp lace  regu la t ions  are  adhered to ,  and

WHEREA5, City Administrat ion requests City Counci l  to undertake a review of Ordinance No' 27-

2008 and ass ign  same to  the  appropr ia te  C i ty  Counc i l  Commi t tee  to  de termine what  Amendments ,  i f  any ,

need be  cons idered bv  Counc i l fo r  adopt ion ,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE tT RESOLVED, City Counci l  supports the Administrat ion's efforts to improve

enforcement of casino smoking regu. lat ions by col laborat ing with the'New Jersey Divis ion of Gaming

Enforcement and wi l l  underlake a review of Ordinance No. 27-2008 to determine what Amendments, l f

any ,  need be  cons idered by  Counc i l  fo r  adopt ion .
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flris is a Cenified True copy of the Original Resolution on file in the City Clerk's Office.
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