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General Info

¢ Cigarette butts are the most littered item
iIn America and the world

¢ It is estimated that several TRILLION
cigarette butts are littered every year

¢ [he paper and tebacco part of a cigarette
airé biodediradaile

¢ Cigarette filters are made up of cellulose
acetate (arfiorm off plastic) and are NOik
Pledegradanle. They talke DECADES to
degrade




Tobacco Manutacturing

¢ In 1995 worldwide tobacco manufacturing
produced 2.26 billion kilograms of solid
waste and 209 million kilograms of
chemical waste

¢ Nicotine requires special disposal because
i€ IS a toxin

¢ llebacco INdustry Isimoving manuiacturing
Lo developing countries, without guldance
from government agencies, like the; EPA
(Envirenmental’ Protection AGERCY,)




Cigarette Butts on the Beach

Rain and wind carry the butts into
the water supply, where the toxic
chemicals the cigarette filter was
designed to trap leak out into
aquatic ecosystems, threatening
the quality of the water and many
aquatic lifeforms

e Cigarette filters have been found
in the stomachs of fish, birds,
whales and other marine creatures
who mistake them for food




Cigarette Butts on the Beach

e Ingestion of more than 1 cigarette or
3 cigarette butts can cause health
problems in a toddler such as
gagging and vomiting.

e Butts may be small, but added
together, they ruin the beauty of the
beach




Cigarette Buits and the Rainforest

¢ [oxic chemicals can leak out and kill small
animals

¢ Hundreds of major fires are started every.
vear by matches and cigarette butts
dispoesed of inf the weoeds

¢ Major less off trees and land
¢ [Forest fires destroy: habitats) for animals
¢ Economic costs of fires, 10ss of VISItors




Cigarette Butts and Humans

¢ Careless smoking is estimated to be the
number one cause of fire related death
and injury in the nation

¢ According to the National Fire Protection
Association|, cigarette-caused fires result
In more than 1,000 civilian deaths, 3,000
criticall injuries; (mamny. ameng firefighters),
and $400 millions in difect property:
damader eachealr:




Cigarette Butts and Humans

¢ In January 2001, a motorist driving along
Interstate 8 in San Diego County flicked a
cigarette butt onto the center median, sparking a
fire that eventually: burned more than 10,000
acres, destroyed 16 hemes and charred 64:
vehicles

I 1999 g oy, drivVeriin France: threw! a butt
from the cal windew. he; smoldering cigarette
lgnited a fire inside the Ment Blane tunnel that
killed S people:

On September 18, 2002, a wWildiire in Califiermia
thiat scerched 247 acres, onr ther Baser Menaay,
ditErNOON Was! started by a Cigarette DUt tossead
PV & PASSINE MOLeKISE, fHrENRVEStigators said.




What Can You Do?

Educate peers and family members! The next time you see
someone dispose of a cigarette improperly, politely remind
them to place their cigarette in an ashtray.

Iff no ashtray is around (like when on the beach)), try using
filma containers, metal mint containers, regular tin foil, or
anything else that's handy until you can properly: dispoese of
the cligarette butt.

Wirite letters to the editors of newspapers and magdazines
expressing Vour Views

Wirite letters to locall government, law: enfiorcement, and fire
safiety officials asking them to take a more active role in the
ISsUe. JUust about every: commurity: Raskan ordinance
prohibiting litter, including cigarettes. Unfertunately, these
OrdinNamnCes alke Not Enforced ais oftenr as they: coulidroe;

Participate In beachl, palik, andrenvireonmentall clean-ups!




For more information....

Please VisithwWwwecldarettelitter orna

Thank you!




